CHAPTER X
THE   DISTRIBUTION   OF
THE LEATHER INDUSTRY
Leather is prepared from the pelts of a number of domes-
tic and wild animals by processing with either the bark or
fruits of certain trees and shrubs, or some mineral .salts.
These vegetable substances and chemicals are called tanning
materials. The tanning industry is, thus, dependent upon two
things for its development: the pelts of animals and the tan-
ning materials. Of the two raw materials required for this
industry the tanning materials are of a 'weight-losing5 nature.
The tannin obtainable from the various tanstuffs of vegetable
origin may amount to anything from 8 or 9 per cent of the
total weight of the material to about 40 per cent at the most1
Due to this characteristic the tanning materials of vegetable
origin exercise greater influence on the tanning industry in
drawing it closer to themselves than the pelts. Thus in a
number of cases the industry is found localized near the forests
or other areas producing tanstuffs.
* ' In Europe the tanning industry was localized in the vici-
nity of hemlock forests in the northern regions and the oak
forests in the southern regions. In the United States of Ame-
rica the bark tanning industry is localized in two belts. One
belt reaching the whole length of the Appalachian Mountain^
from the New York State to the Georgia State and including
Virginia on the east and Tennessee on .the west, depends
chiefly upon the resources of the chestnut forests, while the
other running from Massachusetts to Wisconsin utilizes the
materials obtainable from the hemlock forests* A similar
development has taken place in India. One * bark tanning belt
depending mainly on avaram (Cassia Auriculata) runs from
Madras in the south to Bombay in the west and the other
depending upon babul (Acacia Arabica) runs from Sind in
the west to Cawnpore in the United Provinces in the east.
1 K. Seshachalam Choudary: (1) Divi-Divi (Caesalpinia Coriana)
Tables HI & IV p. 6.
(2) Wattle Bark, Table V p. 3.